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70 West 36th Street, 5th Floor, New York, NY 10018

Phone: (212) 967-0322   Fax: (212) 967-0792   www.unhny.org
Honorable Peter J. Kiernan

Counsel to the Governor

Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

August 4, 2010

Dear Mr. Kiernan:
On behalf of the settlement house and community center member agencies of United Neighborhood Houses (UNH), we write in support of S2056-B/ A5220-B that would expand an existing alert system to assist law enforcement agencies in quickly disseminating information and locating a cognitively impaired person who has been reported missing. This important piece of legislation has no fiscal impact. 
United Neighborhood Houses (UNH) is the membership organization of New York City settlement houses and community centers. UNH’s membership comprises one of the largest human service systems in New York City, with 39 agencies working at more than 400 sites to provide high quality services and activities to half million New Yorkers each year. UNH supports its members through policy development, advocacy and capacity-building activities.  UNH members have a strong commitment to older New Yorkers and the providers who serve them. 

In the United States, one in eight people aged 65 and older (13%) has Alzheimer’s disease
, which would translate to just over 150,000 New Yorkers. Alzheimer’s disease and other forms of dementia (particularly during the advanced stages) significantly impact a person’s ability to cope and function in the community. People with dementia or other cognitive impairment often do not have the ability to make sound decisions, are not always aware of where they are or what time of day it is; do not always recognize or identify objects like crosswalk signals; and sometimes cannot speak coherently or understand what is being said. About 60% of people with dementia have ‘wandering’ tendencies, i.e. they walk in a way that seems aimless and confusing to someone without dementia. A person’s cognitive abilities that enable him/her to safely and securely manage the streets of New York are not present and the risk of becoming lost or hurt is high.  

At the same time, many adults with dementia (with the help of caregivers, social service providers, family and neighbors) look healthy and can easily ‘fit in’ on the streets. Unlike a lost child, an adult with dementia would not look unusual in any way. 

Even with the best care from family members and the provider community, wandering remains a significant concern. The Alzheimer’s Association estimates that 6 in 10 people with dementia will wander. It becomes important then that we create a statewide alert system that allows for a quick response by the community to recognize and safely return someone who has wandered from their home. 

A Gold Alert System is one more step towards helping older New Yorkers remain safely in their homes as they age. It is an incredibly difficult journey to care for a loved one who has dementia. This legislation would provide caregivers a much needed safety net should they find themselves in this situation where their loved one wanders. 
UNH supports S2056-B/ A5220-B that would create the Gold Alert System to help protect some of the most vulnerable residents and provide a critical safety net for families supporting loved ones with cognitive disabilities.  

We urge Governor Paterson to sign this bill into law. Thank you.
Sincerely,
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Nancy Wackstein



Susan Stamler
Executive Director


Director of Policy and Advocacy

� http://www.alzheimersanddementia.com/article/S1552-5260%2810%2900014-2/abstract








