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“Working families in New York City are facing a three o’clock crisis,” said Nancy Wackstein, Executive Director of United Neighborhood Houses, New York City’s federation of settlement houses and community centers.  “When the school dismissal bell rings and parents are still at work, many of their elementary and middle school children will have nowhere to go. “ 

What’s at Stake? 

23,000 Elementary and Middle School children will lose after school; 10,000 pre-schoolers will lose child care.  

The City’s largest publicly- funded after-school program, Out-of-School Time (OST), will have 23,000 fewer seats for elementary and middle school children next year. Mayor Bloomberg’s November Budget Plan outlines a reduction to after-school programs by an additional 3,000 children on top of the already announced 20,000 fewer available seats for elementary and middle school children next year as a result of prior cuts to the budget of the Department of Youth and Community Development (DYCD). 

In addition, by next autumn, when the Administration for Children’s Services (ACS) has implemented its new Early Learn program, there will be nearly 10,000 fewer spots for pre-school children in child care programs.  

When OST was created in 2005, the Mayor envisioned a system that would serve the most vulnerable children and youth with an exceptional after-school program.  Initially OST was able to serve 85,000 young people. Now, given cuts to DYCD’s budget, the capacity has been reduced to roughly 32,000: the City will be serving 60% fewer children and youth than when the program was created by Mayor Bloomberg.  The OST After-school system will now have fewer sites, fewer youth being served (no older youth options) and a significant reduction in overall funding. 

“With nearly a third of New York City’s children living in poverty, any reduction to the programs which nurture and educate the youngest New Yorkers is absolutely unacceptable,”  said Wackstein.  
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