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Good afternoon Chair Lopez and members of the New York State Assembly Committee on Housing.  My name is Gregory Brender and I am here on behalf of United Neighborhood Houses, New York City’s federation of settlement houses and community centers.  I would like to discuss today the Homelessness Prevention Program which is a New York State funded program that successfully supports low-income tenants and their landlords.
Five nonprofit agencies in New York City, BronxWorks (formerly Citizens Advice Bureau), CAMBA, Northern Manhattan Improvement Corporation, Queens Community House and Catholic Charities,  operate HPP programs with contracts from the New York State Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance (OTDA).  Through these contracts providers offer services that keep low-income families in their homes including advocating for rental assistance from both private charities and government sources, explaining court documents to clients, assisting clients with housing court procedures and negotiating with landlords to keep clients in their homes.  Crucially, HPP is one of the only programs certified to help families apply for the Family Eviction Prevention Supplement (FEPS) which provides ongoing rent support to low-income New Yorkers.  In fact, more than 75% of all FEPS recipients have received their subsidies through the work of HPP programs and it seems likely that without HPP programs access to this crucial support will be inaccessible to many eligible New Yorkers.

Furthermore, HPP operates inside New York City Human Resources Administration (HRA) Job Centers which ensures that clients who do not already know much about what services are available can easily find and gain access to the services provided by HPP programs.  

Assisting clients in accessing FEPS benefits also ensures that landlords get the rental arrears they are owed as well as their ongoing rent.  With increasingly high foreclosure rates, this assistance is critical to small homeowners and large landlords as well.  In addition, by keeping families housed, the homelessness prevention program also preserves affordable housing stock in Brooklyn, Bronx, Manhattan, and Queens, an increasingly scarce resource.  

Since 1991 HPP has prevented more than 100,000 evictions.  Although, HPP was initially administered by the New York City Human Resources Adminstration, in 2007 the New York State OTDA began to administer the program using federal TANF funds.  This is a prudent use of federal dollars which has allowed the State and City avoid the onerous fiscal and human costs of having more low-income families depend on shelters.  In 2008, HPP prevented 6,680 evictions at an average cost of only $750 a family.  This cost efficiency stands in stark contrast to the nearly $36,000 annually in government funds required to maintain a family in a homeless shelter.

HPP is an indispensable program for New York’s low-income families and their communities.  Through this service families facing intense economic hardship are able to stay in their homes and their landlords are able to receive consistent rent payments despite a challenging housing market.

Last year we were thrilled that after HPP was eliminated in the executive budget, the State legislature worked with OTDA to ensure that this program could continue to serve New Yorkers.  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
United Neighborhood Houses (UNH) is the membership organization of New York City settlement houses and community centers. Rooted in the history and values of the settlement house movement, UNH promotes and strengthens the neighborhood-based, multi-service approach to improving the lives of New Yorkers in need and the communities in which they live.  UNH’s membership comprises one of the largest human service systems in New York City, with 37 agencies working at more than 400 sites to provide high quality services and activities to half million New Yorkers each year. UNH supports its members through policy development, advocacy and capacity-building activities.

UNH Members: Arab American Family Support Center - BronxWorks - CAMBA -Center for Family Life in Sunset Park - Chinese American Planning Council - - Claremont Neighborhood Centers - Cypress Hills Local Development Corporation - East Side House Settlement - Educational Alliance - Goddard Riverside Community Center - Grand Street Settlement - Greenwich House - Hamilton-Madison House - Hartley House - Henry Street Settlement - Hudson Guild - Jacob A. Riis Neighborhood Settlement House - Kingsbridge Heights Community Center - Lenox Hill Neighborhood House - Lincoln Square Neighborhood Center - Mosholu Montefiore Community - Northern Manhattan Improvement Corporation - Project Hospitality - Queens Community House - Riverdale Neighborhood House - SCAN New York - School Settlement Association - Shorefront YM-WHA of Brighton-Manhattan Beach, Inc - Southeast Bronx Neighborhood Centers - St. Matthew’s and St. Timothy’s Neighborhood Center - St. Nick’s Alliance - Stanley M. Isaacs Neighborhood Center - Sunnyside Community Services -  Third Street Music School Settlement - Union Settlement Association-United Community Centers - University Settlement Society
